JOHN    EVELYN
This restrained tribute of wife to husband Is
eloquent of their close relations to one another.
Sorrow and excitement they had shared together In
an unusual degree. Sorrow at the loss in their home
of eight out of nine of their children; excitement at
the shocks and changes in the times In which they
lived* Few could review such a long procession of
friends and acquaintances,, from Kings to gardeners;
few In those days could have preserved amidst the
lures and snares of conflicting and compelling
attractions and the loud challenge of sects and
parties arid the onerous demands of importunate
acquaintances that perfect understanding and mutual
sympathy which cement true companionship*
Their domestic relations and the home they made
evoked many expressions of admiration from their
friends. There cannot be many who in their own day
have been spoken of by their contemporaries as they
were. Of Evelyn one wrote:* "I have honoured
your name, your character, your genius and your
writings., and the solid and obstinate friendship you
seem to me to have held with virtue and religion In
the midst of a crooked and foolish generation/*
Of Mary Ms wife another saidsf "She was the
delight of all conversations where she appeared, she
was loved and admired^ yet, never envied by any,
not so much as by the women, who seldom allow
the perfections of their own sex, lest they eclipse
their own; but as this manifestly and upon all
*Letter from James Quiae, 1694.
fDr. Bohun.
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